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ñThe revelation of 

Jesus Christ, 

which God gave 

him to show his 

servants what 

must soon take 

place; he made it 

known by sending 

his angel to his 

servant John, who 

testified to the word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that 

he saw.ò Revelation 1:1-2 

 

When many people read these words at 

the beginning of the book of Revelation, 

their mind immediately jumps to ñend 

timesò. However, at its simplest sense, 

Revelation is the account of God 

ñrevealingò Godôs plan. My mind does 

not jump to the ñendò, but to the future. 

January is the time of year we look for-

ward to a ñNew Year.ò At this time of 

year we wonder what is in store for us 

and where we are going. I often hear 

people say, ñI wish God would órevealô 

my future and where I should go.ò The 

fact that we do not have our lives 

mapped out for us makes every day, 

every decision, and every step we take 

a day, decision and step of faith. When 

we move into a new year we move by 

faith. 

 

Though I do not share Johnôs gift of 

revelation, what I see ahead of Rocky 

River this year is our doors of mission, 

service and stewardship swung wide 

open. This year our Mission Team will 

present new opportunities for us to 

serve. There is a growing passion to 

reach within our community and be-

yond in service to others. Our new 

Building Committee will present a 

long awaited model that will call for us 

to give of our financial support as well 

as our prayers and input. 

 

At each step we take this year, our 

faith will strengthen. Let us go into this 

new year confident that whatever is 

ahead, God is with us and in Christ Je-

sus the future is worth getting excited 

about. 
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òMoses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with 

his staff; water came out abundantly, and the congrega-

tion...drank.ó Numbers 20:11 

Please keep in your prayers: 

John Byrum, brother of Elaine Tankersley; Gregory Clark, son of Jerry Clark, deployed 

to Korea; Kathy & Sperry Davis; Teresa Faw; Gwen Faris, sister-in-law of Mary Beth 

Eubanks; Seville Funk; Janet & Ed Hagler; Jeffery Horton, nephew of Frances Cook; 

Shirley Jenkins; Anne Khulenberg, grandmother of Kristy Swearingen; Chris Linker, 

friend of the Cooks; Lucy Linker; Ruth McCachren; Billy McDonald, Sr.; Linda Modze-

lesky; Kay Nalbone; Harry Orsini, cousin of Brenda Cook, awaiting liver transplant; 

Emmy Lou Pharr; Corey Schultz, stationed in Afghanistan; father of Kristy Swearingen; 

and Teresa Williams.  Please call the church office to have your requests updated the first 

of each month. 
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 I hope everyone had a wonderful 
holiday season.  We had a great time at our 
breakfast with Santa. The holidays are over, 
but not the learning and fun at preschool.  
 January 3nd-5th -  We will be learning 

about the letter òP.ó  Tuesday will be pajama day. Wednes-
day will be pancakes for snack. Thursday I will order pizza 
for lunch, so if your child will eat cheese or pepperoni pizza, no 
lunch is necessary. We will need a snack this day.  
 We will start taking applications for this fall the 9th of 
this month. Enrolled students and church members will have this 
week to enroll before we open registration up to the public the 
16th.  
 We will be hosting Wednesday night supper the 11th. 
We will be serving chicken pot pie, salad and apple crisp for 
dessert. Come on out and join us!  
 We will be closed: 
January 16th - Martin Luther King Day 
January 23rd - Teacher work day 
 Wednesday, January 26th, at 11:30 we are having a 
òTasting Our Way Around the World Party.ó That week will be 
our unit on the five senses. You are invited to come and bring a 
dish from another country. We will have a sign-up sheet for you 
to list whatever you wish to bring. This will help others to choose 
their dish. Keep in mind our senses when picking a dish. Please 
label your dish, (soft, hard, sweet, sour, hot etc).  This will aid us 
in explaining each dish to the children. You could also list the 
country that the dish comes from. This was a new event last year 
and everyone enjoyed it. 
 Dinosaurs are also one of our units this month. Do not 
be surprised if you hear some new, long vocabulary words! Join in 
our fun by asking your child to tell you about these fascinating 
creatures. 

Bible Stories and verses 
Jesus calls Simon Peter 

Matthew 4:21-22éJesus called them, and immediately theyé
followed him. 

Jesus Welcomes the Little Children 
Luke 18:15-17éJesus loved children.  
He said, òLet the children come unto me.ó 

 
I hope everyone has a wonderful New Year! 
 
Ms. Kathy 
 
òYou canõt stay in your corner of the forest waiting 
for others to come to you. You have to go to them 
sometimes.ó Pooh 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 The December Circles had a lovely time with the morn-
ing circle having lunch at Aldersgate with Lavada Freeman, and 
the evening circle showering Amy Hicks from Central Cabarrus 
High School with much needed supplies for her Bible Class. 
Among the items presented were:  Cannon HD Digital one gallon 
of white Tempra paint, 6 rolls masking tape, 10 packs of scotch 
tape for dispensers, 100 DVD's, 100 CD's, one case of copy paper 
(10 pack), 12 packs of Kleenex,  glue sticks,  100 markers, 3 
packs of assorted paint brushes, 2 extra white boards and extra 
dry erase markers.  
 Several of the women in the Evening Circle had a good 
time shopping for the above things, and Amy very much appreci-
ated the abundance of gifts for her class.  Our thanks for the 
help of members of the congregation for also donating to this 
project.  Over $500 was collected in the few weeks between the 
Montreat Women's Spiritual Conference and the Circle Christmas 
Project on December 13th.  We plan to continue to collect a 
monthly offering for the support of the Bible classes at Cen-
tral Cabarrus and Jay M. Robinson High Schools during this year, 
so anyone wishing to add to this is welcome to do so.  
 Our next venture will be a six-week Bible Study begin-
ning January 12th at 7:00 p.m.  It will be entitled "Made to 
Crave",  and will be led by Paula Harman at either her home or 
the church, depending on the number of people who signup.  The 
cost of the study book and workbook is about $20.  Please get 
your name on the list if you are interested by calling Paula at 
704-782-8277.  
 Again, many thanks to all the women who are making 
this year a great one for RRPW! 
 
Julie Alexander 

RRPW 

Rocky River Presbyterian Women have two 
circles.  The Morning Circle meets on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Pharr/Morrison classroom.  Their first 
meeting in 2012 will be Tuesday, January 3.  
The Bible study teacher will be Linda Clark 

with lesson three.  The Evening Circle meets on the first Tues-
day of each month at 7:00 p.m. in either the Church Parlor or 
the home of one of the ladies in the circle.  Their first meeting 
this year meeting will be hosted by Priscilla Giuliano in the 
Church Parlor. Libby Sigmon will have the devotions, and Julie 
Alexander with be the Bible study teacher with lesson three.  All 
ladies of the church and community are invited to participate in 
either the morning or evening circle.   
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Time for Children: 
January 1  - Krista Eason 
January 8  - Robin Hartsell 
January 15 - Harriette Jakiela 
January 22 - Libby Coble 
January 29 - Joey Dulin 

BREAD MINISTRY 

BAKER   DISTRIBUTOR 
January 1  - Amy Alexander  January 1  - Dave Miller 
January 8  - Julie Alexander  January 8  - Marie Morrison 
January 15 - Chris Bechtol  January 15 - Bill Carriker 
January 22 - Priscilla Giuliano January 22 - Glenn Jones 
January 29 - Jean Hager  January 29 - Teresa Fisher  
  

January 1  - Pat McDonald 
January 1  - Robin Hancock 
January 5  - Sara-Kathryn Cranford 
January 7  - Chance Rosenberger 
January 8  - Julie Cagle 
January 10 - Priscilla Giuliano 
January 13 - Will Thompson 
January 14 - Bob Carter 
January 14 - Danielle Clark 
January 14 - Patrick Milliken 
January 17 - Ben Wakeman 
January 18 - Chris Rosenberger 
January 18 - Pete Brown 
January 18 - Marie Morrison 
January 18 - Wilson Byrum 
January 19 - Darren Bird 
January 20 - Steven Sciascia 
January 22 - Ben Houston 
January 25 - Joe Harazim 
January 26 - Dawson Hancock 
January 27 - Amanda Helms 
January 27 - Michelle Helms 
January 27 - Walt Burr 
January 28 - Nancy Kluttz 
January 29 - Bill Carriker 
January 29 - Jaclyn Miller 
January 29 - Janet Morrison 
January 29 - Megan Miller 
January 30 - Allison Trull 
January 30 - Rebecca Murray 
January 30 - Traci Bird 
January 31 - Elizabeth Coble 
January 31 - Teresa Fisher 

January 1  - 10¢-A-Meal Offering 
January 3  - Circle Meetings 
January 4  - Wednesday Night Fellowship Potluck Dinner 
January 4  - Choir Rehearsal 
January 11 - Wednesday Night Fellowship 
January 11 - Choir Rehearsal    
January 18 - Wednesday Night Fellowship 
January 18 - Choir Rehearsal   
January 23 - Rocky River Readers 
January 25 - Wednesday Night Fellowship 
January 25 - Choir Rehearsal  
January 29 - Combined Adult Sunday School Classes 
 

Infant Nursery:  
January 1  - Alice Williams & Linda Clark 
January 8  - Shirley Rockel & Jean Hager 
January 15 - Rebecca Murray 
January 22 - Liz Carriker  
January 29 - Rebecca Krypel & Kathy Dulin              
Toddler Nursery: 
January 1  - Niki Schneider & Megan Burr  
January 8  - Traci Bird, Pam McCachren & Blake Childers 
January 15 - Jenny Terry 
January 22 - Priscilla Giuliano, Lori White & Robin Hancock 
January 29 - Krista Eason & DeDe Dickason 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS JANUARY ACTIVITIES 

RAMBLERS/SCRAMBLERS 

The Ramblers and the Scramblers are co-hosting a trip to the Billy Graham Library Saturday, January 21.  This is an outing the whole family 
will enjoy, so invite your parents, children and friends. The FREE tour begins with a video tour in the library that takes about an hour, 
longer if you choose to spend more time in the self-guided portion.  At the end of the tour, we can spend time in Ruthõs Attic bookstore or 
enjoy lunch at the dairy bar, which offers delicious sandwiches, drinks and desserts.  We also have the option of visiting the Memorial 
Prayer Garden and the Graham Family Homeplace.  We will carpool from the church, meeting in the parking lot at 10:00 a.m., and arrive at 
the library at approximately 10:30-10:45.  Please feel free to phone Candice Shepard (704) 454-3278 or Shirley/Jim Rockel (704) 787-9251 for 
any information or clarification.  We hope you can make it for this family friendly, multi-generational day of fun! 
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Hello everyone! 
  
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season! The youth had a blast at our Christmas party at the Hitesõ house, followed by watching a 
movie back at the church! You all have a great bunch of kids! 
  
As some of you may have heard, my time at Rocky River is coming to an end December 31, 2011.  I have decided to pursue graduate school 
for choral conducting in the coming year. I am going to miss you all so much!  I have learned more than I could have ever imagined in the 
past year!  I will certainly be taking away many lessons that I will use for the rest of my life. 
  
I have to extend a special thanks to everyone who has been so supportive of me and the Youth Program during this time, whether through 
fundraisers, mission trips, or simply a kind word in passing.  Without you all being mentors and role models for the youth in our church, it 
would be impossible to help the kids understand what it truly means to live a Christ centered life through the network of a loving church fam-
ily.  
  
I cannot leave out those who counseled me directly from the Session: Candice Shepard and Cynthia Hancock.  Candice was my first counselor 
and helped me get my feet wet in the Youth Ministry world.  Cynthia has guided me through the latter half of my tenure, and spent a great 
deal of her own volunteer time working to take the Youth Program to the next level.  Both of these ladies worked very hard for your youth, 
and I absolutely could not have done it without them!!! 
  
I hope everyone has a wonderful new year, and I look forward to hearing about the wonderful things that RRPC will be doing, and the great 
things that will come of this bright group of young people that I have had the privilege of working with.  God bless! 
  
Best, 
  
John Troutman 


